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NEW MINIMUM WAGE ORDERS TAKE EFFECT JULY 19 FOR SUGAR MANUFACT'ORING 
AND PEARL BUTTON MAMIFACTURING INDUSTRIES IN PUERTO RICO 

Adoption of new minimum wage orders for -fcwo industries in Puerto Rico 

subjeot to tha Fair Labor Standards Aot was announced today by Wm. R, McComb, 

Administrator of the Wage and Hovir and Publio Contracts Divisions, U. S, Depart­

ment of Labor, ' 

Both effeotive July 19, -fche new wago orders -will establish a rate of 

40 oents an hour for the Sugar Manu .facturing Industry, and a 37|--oents-an-hour 

rate for the Pearl Button Industry. Both industries now operate under -wage orders 

which pro-vide for minimum wagos of 35 oents an hour, y ' ' 

Approximately 20,000 employeos are engaged in the Sugar Manufacturing 

Industry, -while the Pearl Button Industry employs somo 600 porsons. •-

The nev/ wage orders -were adoptod by McComb on the basis of rooommonda-

tions made to him by tri-partite industiry commi-fcte.js follovdng study of condi­

tions in tho industrios. Y/hilo the statutory minimum v/age undor the Wago and 

Hour Lar/ is 40 oonts for tho oontinontal Unitod Statos, a spocial provision in 

tho law makos possiblo tho sotting of lotvor minimum wage ratos for Puerto Rican 

industrios, 

McComb's announcomont today follows publio hoarings conductod on tho 

committoes' rocommondations, and publio notico of his intention to adopt the new 

v/ago ordors, Copios of tho ordors and tho findings and opinions upon which thoy 

aro basod are availablo without cost on request, 
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